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In a historic decision, Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN) has
ruled that former President Luis Echeverria Alvarez (1970-1976) and his interior secretary Mario
Moya Palencia can be brought to trial on genocide charges. The ruling by a special panel of the
SCJN reverses a decision handed down just three months ago. In that decision, the SCJN ruled that
Echeverria and other officials could not be brought to trial because the statute of limitations had
expired (see SourceMex, 2005-03-02).
The panel's latest decision, approved by a 3-2 margin, applies only to Echeverria and Moya Palencia
and not to other officials in the Echeverria administration. Echeverria is accused of having ordered
an elite police unit known as the Halcones (the Falcons) to violently repress a student demonstration
in Mexico City (see SourceMex, 2002-06-19). The crackdown, which occurred on Thursday, June 10,
1971, coincided with the Roman Catholic feast of Corpus Christi and is commonly known as the
"Jueves de Corpus incident."

New interpretation of statute of limitations
In announcing the reversal, which was the response to an appeal filed by special prosecutor Ignacio
Carrillo Prieto, the court said the statute of limitations did not apply to Echeverria and Moya after
all. This was because Echeverria and Moya had enjoyed immunity until they left office in 1976.
Therefore, the 30-year statute of limitations for the two officials would not expire until 2006. "We
have determined that the statute of limitations should not be calculated based on a starting date
of June 11, 1971, which is the day after the incident," said Justice Ramon Cossio Diaz. "Rather, the
starting date is Dec. 1, 1976, which is when [Echeverria and Moya Palencia] left their posts."
Carrillo Prieto was pleased with the court decision. "We have taken another step in the creation of
a democratic society that protects everyone's rights," said Carrillo, who heads the Fiscalia Especial
para Movimientos Sociales y Politicos del Pasado (FEMOSPP). Similarly, many relatives of the
victims of the repression expressed their satisfaction about the SCJN verdict. "It's a great triumph
for the people, for the families of the victims, for defenders of human rights, for society," said Jose
Gonzalez Ruiz, an attorney representing about 150 families of victims of the government's "dirty
war" against leftists during he 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.
Others greeted the news with a mixture of caution and skepticism. "I think that this case is going
to take a lot of time, and I doubt that they are going to sentence [Echeverria]," said Rosario
Ibarra, director of Comite Eureka, an organization created to follow up on cases of activists who
disappeared at the hands of federal judicial or secret police agencies.
Ibarra's son, Jesus Piedra Ibarra, was allegedly kidnapped and murdered by members of the
secret police in 1975. The international human rights organization Amnesty International (AI) said
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the SCJN decision was only a "limited advance" because it affected only Echeverria and Moya
Palencia and not nine others implicated in the violent repression in 1971. Lower court to rule on
genocide charges The SCJN ruling does not determine whether Echeverria and Moya are guilty of
genocide. Justices said a ruling on this issue would have denied the two officials their rights under
the Mexican legal system. "Since SCJN rulings are final, [Echeverria and Moya] would not have an
opportunity to appeal," said a court statement.
The decision on whether Echeverria and Moya are guilty of genocide will be left to district Judge
Cesar Flores Rodriguez. Taking a cue from the earlier SCJN decision, Flores had previously refused
a request by special prosecutor Carrillo to issue an order for the arrest of Echeverria and other
officials implicated in the case. The SCJN decision, however, directed Flores to revisit the case.
"Any criteria the court uses to judge former President Echeverria and ex-interior secretary Moya
Palencia is valid when one is seeking justice," the Mexico City daily newspaper El Universal said in
an editorial.
The Fox government promised to abide by any decision issued by the courts. "The presidency of
the republic respects the decision of the country's highest court and will respect any ruling that
comes out of the lower courts on this case," said presidential spokesman Ruben Aguilar Valenzuela.
Echeverria's legal representatives dismissed the genocide charges as "absurd," although they
acknowledged some government culpability in allowing the repression of student demonstrators.
"There were events of repression, lamentable events, confrontations, what have you, but not a policy
of exterminating the population," said the former president's chief attorney Juan Velasquez.
Velasquez, who is also representing Moya Palencia, also contends that the court is ignoring judicial
reforms approved in 1988, during the administration of former President Miguel de la Madrid
(1982-1988), which stated that certain statutes that normally would allow prosecution of his clients
"cannot be applied in a retroactive manner." Should Echeverria and Moya Palencia ultimately be
found guilty, a judge will have the discretion of placing them under house arrest because they are
both over 70 years of age.
At the very least, the court's decision opens the door for prosecutors to require that Echeverria
testify about the decisions that led to the 1971 crackdown. Pedro Ojeda Pullada, attorney general
during the Echeverria administration, said he was in favor of forcing the ex-president and former
interior secretary to present testimony. "Once and for all we could have the legal facts on the
table," said Ojeda. Former governing PRI says ruling "politically motivated" Echeverria's Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), which governed Mexico for seven decades, accused the high
court of playing politics with this decision. "The timing of this decision appears to me to be a
maneuver with electoral implications," said PRI Deputy Manlio Fabio Beltrones, who holds the top
leadership post in the lower house.
The PRI's permanent political committee (Comision Politica Permanente) went one step further,
accusing the courts of attempting to sway gubernatorial elections in Nayarit and Mexico states
on July 3. "This is an effort to negatively influence the PRI's chances in the upcoming elections
in Mexico and Nayarit states," said the committee. Recent public-opinion polls have the PRI far
ahead of its rivals in both races. In Mexico state, the PRI lead is in the double digits (see SourceMex,
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2005-05-25). In Nayarit, which is governed by the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), a
recent poll showed the PRI with a lead of 20 percentage points.

Former secret police officers face new charges
The old interpretation of the statute of limitations continues to protect other key players in the
Jueves de Corpus repression, all of whom left office in 1971 or earlier. They include Luis de la
Barreda Moreno, Miguel Nazar Haro, former Gen. Manuel Diaz Escobar, and six other officials.
Nazar Haro and de la Barreda are former directors of the disbanded secret police, the Direccion
Federal de Seguridad (DFS).
Gen. Diaz Escobar is credited with having formed the Halcones. Nevertheless, Carrillo has
requested a court issue new arrest orders for Nazar and de la Barreda, based on another SCJN ruling
that states that the statute of limitations cannot begin until the victim is found or freed. Carrillo cited
a case in Hidalgo state in 1974, where six members of the Brigada Campesina de los Lacandones
were arrested and turned over to the DFS. None of the six was ever seen again, prosecutors said.
Carrillo said his office and Hidalgo state prosecutors were able to bring charges in the Lacandones
case because of the passage of a freedom-of-information law in 2002, which declassified papers
uncovered in Mexico's national archive (see SourceMex, 2002-05-08). The arrest order for Nazar
Haro would be a formality because the former head of the DFS was already placed under house
arrest in 2004 on kidnapping charges in the disappearance of at least two alleged guerrilla activists
(see SourceMex, 2004-02-25).
Sources close to the Nazar Haro case said his legal team has asked the courts that, in the case of a
guilty verdict in the Lacandones case, their client be allowed to remain under house arrest because
of his advanced age. Nazar is 80 years old. (Sources: Associated Press, 06/15/05; Agencia de noticias
Proceso, 06/14-17/05; El Financiero, 06/16/05; Los Angeles Times, 06/16/05; Notimex, 06/15/05,
06/16/05, 06/20/05; Spanish news service EFE, 06/15/05, 06/17/05, 06/20/05; El Universal, 06/16/05,
06/17/05, 06/20/05; The Herald-Mexico City, La Crisis, 06/16/05, 06/20/05, 06/21/05; La Jornada,
06/16/05, 06/17/05, 06/20/05, 06/21/05; La Cronica de Hoy, 06/15-17/05, 06/20/05, 06/22/05)
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